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XXX BELIEVE, that Nothing is without 
I Y, Beginning but Gop: No Nature, 
FXX no Matter, no Spirit, but one, on- 
ly, and the ſame Gop. That Gop, as he is 
Eternally Almighty, Only Wiſe, Only Good, 
in his Nature; ſo He is Eternally Father, Son, 
and Spirit, in Perſons. 

I BELIEVE, that Gop is ſo Holy, Pars and 
Fealous, as it is impoſſible for Him, to be 
pleaſed in any Creature, though the Work of 
his own Hands : So that neither Angel, Man, 
nor World, could ſtand, or can ſtand, one Mo- 
ment in his Eyes, without beholding the ſame 
in the Face of a Mediatour : And therefore, 
that before Him, with whom all Things are 
preſent, the Lamb of Gop, was ſlain before 
all Worlds : Without which eternal Counſel 
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Ki If LEM impoffible for Ein to have We 
ſrended to any Work of Creation; But He 


ſhould have en njoyed the Bleſſed and Indivi- 
dual Sdciety of three Perſons, i in Godhead, for 
ever. 

Bur that, out of his eternal and infinite | 
Goodneſs and Love, purpoſing to become a 
Createur, and to communicate to his Ca- 
tures, He ordained, in his Eternal Counſel, 
that one Perſon of the Godhead, ſhould be 
united to one Nature, and to one particular of 
his Creatures; That fo, in the Perſon of the 
Med:atour, the true Ladder mought be fix'd; 
| whereby Gop mought deſcend to his Cres. 
gures, and his Crratures mought aſoendto Gop: 
So that Gop, by the Reconcilement of the 
Mediatour, turning his Countenance towards 
his Creatures, ( though not in equal Light and 
Degree) made Way unto the Diſpenſation of 
his moſt holy and ſecret Will; whereby ſome 
of his Creatures mought and, and keep their 
ſtate; Others mought (poffibly) fall and be 
reſtored; And others monght fall, and not be 
reſtored to their Eſtate; but yet remain in Be- 
ing, tho' under Wrath and Corruption; All 
with reſpect to the Mediator + Which is the 
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great Myftery, and perfect Center, of all Gop 's 
Ways 
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Ways with his Creatures; And unto which, 
all his other Works and Wonders do but ſerve 


and refer. 


TA He cliole: ( zccording to hid: good 
Pleafure) Man to be that Creature, to whoſe 
Nature, the Perſon of the Eternal Son of Gon, 
ſhould be united: And amongſt the Genera- 
tions of Men, elected a ſmall Flock, in whom 
(by the Participation of Himſelf) He purpo- 
ſed, to expreſs the Riches of his Glory; All 
the Miniſtration of Angels, Damnation of De- 
vile and Reprobates, and Univerſal Admini- 
ſtration of all Creatures, and Diſpenſation of 
all Times, having no other End, but as the 
Ways and Ambages of G 0D, to be further 
glorified in his Saints; who are one with 
their Head the Mediatour, who is one with 
Gop. 

TRA by the Vertue of this his Eternal 
Counſe}, he condeſcended of his own good 
Pleaſre, and according to the Times and Sea- 
ſons to Himſelf known, to become a C eataur; 
And by his Eternal Word, created all Things, 
And by his Eternal Spirit, doth comfort and 
preferve them. 

Tur He made all Things, in their firſt 
Ea Good, And removed from Himſelf, 
the 
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the Beginning of all Evil and Vanity, into 
the Liberty of the Creature; But reſerved in 
Himſelf, the Beginning of all Re/tztution, to 
the Liberty of his Grace: Uſing nevertheleſs, 
and turning the Falling and Defection of the 
Creature, (which to his Preſcience was eter- 
nally known) to make way to his eternal 
Counſel, touching a Mediatour, and the Work 
He purpoſed to accompliſh in Him. 

THaT Gop created Spirits, whereof ſome 
kept their Standing, and others fell. He creat- 
ed Heaven and Earth, and all their Armies, 
and Generations; And gave unto them, con- 
ſtant and everlaſting Laws, which we call 
Nature, which is nothing but the Laws of 
the Creation ; which Laws nevertheleſs, have 
had three Changes or Times; and are to have 
a Fourth, or Jaſt. The Firſt, when the Mat- 
ter of Heaven and Earth, was created with- 
out Forms: The Second, the Interim of Per- 
fection, of every Days Work : The Third, 
| by the Curſe; which notwithſtanding, was 
no new Creation: And the Laſt, at the End 
of the World, the Manner whereof is not 
yet fully revealed: So as the Laws of Na- 
ture, which now remain and govern inviola- 


by till the End of the World, began to be in 


Force, 
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Force, when Gop firſt reſted from his Works, 
and ceaſed to create; But received a Revo- 
cation, in part by the Curſe; Since which 
Time they change not. 

Tur notwithſtanding, Gop hath reſted 
and ceaſed from Creating, ſince the firſt Sab- 
bath, yet nevertheleſs, he doth accompliſh 
and fulfil his Divine Will in all Things, great 
and ſmall, {ſingular and general, as fully and 
exactly by Providence, as He could by Mira- 
cle, and new Creation; tho' his working be 
not immediate and direct, but by compaſs; 
Not violating Nature, which is his own Lare, 
upon the Creature. | 

THAT at the firſt, the Soul of Man was not 
produced by Heaven or Earth, but was breath- 
ed immedaately from Gop: So that the Ways 
and Proceedings of Gop with Spirits, are not 
included in Nature; That is, in the Laws of 
Heaven and Earth; But are reſerved 'to the 
Law of his fecret Will, and Grace; wherein 
Gop worketh ſtill, and reſteth not from the 
Work of Redemption, as He reſteth from the 
Work of Creation. But continueth working, 
till the End of the World: What Time, that 
Mor allo ſhall be accompliſhed, and an eter- 
nal ho ſhall enſue. Likewiſe, that whens 


ſoever 


+ 


9 8 A CoNnresstoN 
ſoever Gor. doth tranſcend the Law of Na- 
ture by: Miracles (which may ever ſeem as 
new Cyeations) He never cometh to that Point 
or Paſs, but in regard of the Work of Redemp- 
tion, Which is the greater, and whereto all 
God's Signs and Miracles do refer. 

Tua Goy created Man in his own T. 
mage, in a Reaſonable” Soul, in Innocency, in 
Free-aorH, and in Sovereignty : That he gave 
him a Law and Commandment, which was 
in his Power to keep, but he kept it not: 
That Man made a total Defection from Gop, 
preſuming to imagine, that the Command- 
ments and Prohibitions of Gop, were not the 
Rules of Good and Evil; but that Good and 
Evil had their own Principles and Beginnings: 
And luſted after the Knowledge of thoſe 
imagined Beginnings; to the End, to depend 
no more upon Gop's Will revealed, but 
upon himſelf and his own Light, as a God ; 
than the which there could not be a Sin more 
& oppoſite to the whole Law of Gop, That yet 
& nevertheleſs, this great Sin was not origi- 
| nally moved by the Malice of Man, but was 
infinuated by the Suggeſtion and Inſtigation 
of the Devil; who was the firſt Defected 
Creature ; and fell of Malice, and not by 
Temptation. Tur 


„Tur upon the Fall of Man, Death and 


Vanity enter d by the Juſtice of Gop; and 


the Image of God in Man, Was defac d and 
Hœaven and Earth, which were made for 
Man's Uſe, were ſubdued. to Corruption by 
his all; But then that inſtantiy, and wirk- 
out Intermiſſion of Time, after the Word of 
God's Law, became thro the Fall of Man, 
fruſtrate as to Obedience, there ſucceeded the 
greater Mord of the Promiſe; that the Rights 
oufneſrof Gop, mought be wrought by Faiths 
Tur as well the Law of Gon, as the 
Mord of his Promiſe, endurè the ſame for e- 
yer: But that they have been revealed in ſe- 
veral Manners, according to the Diſpenſation 
of Times. For the Law was firſt imprinted, 
in that Remnant of Light of Nature, which 
was left after the Fall, being ſufficient to ac- 
cuſe : Then it was more manifeſtly expreſs- 
ed in the Written Law; And was yet more 
opened, by the Prophets: And laſtly,” ex- 
pounded in the true Perfection, by the Son of 
_ Gow, the great Prophet, and perfect Interpre- 
ter, as alſo Fffiller of the Law : That like» 
wile, the Mord of the Promiſe was manifeſts 
ed and revealed; Firſt, by immediate Reue- 

e and Inſpiration; After by Figuresy 
nde B which 
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Shichiiwete of t Nuturbhi: he one; the 
"Rites and Cefomontes of the LHA; The/orher 
the continual Hiſtory of the Od urin, and 
—— the y i wich tho it be literally 


and Sbadhro ol ihe dri f of the fed f in, 
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eue, peris it pregnant of a perpetual) Alge, 


6% 
to follow. The fame Prime" or valet, 
was more eleatly revealed, and declared by 
the Propbeti; and then by che don himſelf; 


And laſtly, by the Hbly Ghee, which illumi- 


nateth the Church to the nd of the Vor Id. 


Tua in the Plies of Tum, according to 
the Promiſe and Oarb of ssb Lignage, 
deſcended the bleſſed Seu f the Woman, 
Yoſus Chrift; the only begotten Sy of 'Gop; 
and Gaviour of the Mord: Who was con- 
ceived by the Power and Overaſhadowing of 
the Holy Ghoſt; And took FleſÞ of the Virgin 
Mary That the Word did not only take 
Nieſb, or was joined to Hieſb, but was made 


Hleſb, though without Con of Subſtance, 


br Nature; So as the Eternal Son of Gop, 
and the ever=blefled Son of "Mary, ws one 
Pet ſor; So one, as the Blk Nad Virgin, may 
be truly and Catholickiy called; Dei para, 
the Morhen of :Gop' : 80 one, ds there is no 
Unity in Univerſal not that of the 
ich, Soul 


fee 
Soul and Bady of Aan, ſo perfect: Forathe 


three Heavenly Unities (whereof that is: the 
ſecond) ie ted all Natural Unities: That is 
to ſay; The Unity of the three Perſons in Gad. 
bead; The HHnity of Gor and Man in Cbriſi; 

And the Unityiof: Chriſi and the Cbuncha the 
Holy G hoſli being the Morler of both theſe lat 
ter Lyitiesʒ For by the Haly Ghoſt, was Gbrift 
Incarnats, and quickned. in Hleſb; And by 


the Hoy Gboſl, is Man wat, and quick. 


ned in Spinit uu „ 198; Dae : ra 
Tur Reſts; be Lan . in the 
Fleſh a Sacnificer, and al Sacrifice for Singi H 
Suti gat ion and Price tothe Juſtice of Gonʒ 


A. Meriter cf Glory, ard the Nin] A. 


Pattern of all. Righteouſneſs; 1 A. Preacher. of 
the Word which Himſelf, was ;A- Finiſher»of 
the Ceremony; N Corner-ſtone, to remove the 
Separation between Jeu and Gentile; An Inu. 
terceſſour fot. —— ALORD of Nature 
in his Mirucles; A Conqueror, of Deatb, and 
the Peter of: Darkneſs, in his Reſurrection ; 
and that he fulfilled the whole Counſel of 
Gop; performing all his Sacred Offices, and 
Andinting on Earth; accomplith'd the whale 


Man, to a State, ſuperior to the Angels; 
oo (whereas 


Work of the Redemption, and. Reſtitution of 
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{hers the'State/of 'Min, by Ceatlon was 


inerlor) and reconciled and bſtabliſhed all 
* Things, according” to'the Eternal Will of the 
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err in Time, Jeſus the Pon was born, 
in the Days of Herod; and ſuffered under che 
Government of Pontius Pilate, being Deputy 
uf the Rimansz) and under the High Priefthood 
of Ciuphas; and was betrayed by Judas, one 
of the twelve Apoſtles, and was crucified at 
Hieruſalem; and after a true and natural 
Death, and bib Body laid in the\Sepmebre, the 
third Day He raiſed Himſelf from the Bonds 


e Drusb, and aroſe and ſhewed Himſelf to 


many chen Witneſſes, by the Space of divers 
Days; and at the End of thoſe Days, in the 
Sight of many, aſcended into Heaven; where 
He *6ntihueth. his Intercrſſon; And ſhall 
fronithenee"at the Day q—_—_; I 
Tur the Suftrings 114 Merits of Clif; 
as they are ſufficient, to do away the Sus of 
the! hole Mali, ſo they are only effectual 
to choſd which are Regenerate by the Holy 
Gee Who 'breatheth where he will, of 


Free Braces which Grabe, a9 a Sed Incor 
=. uptible, OR Lf of Mun; and 
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conceiveth him a a Son of Cap, an 
Member of Gbriſt: So that Chriſt, having 
Mum's Flefb, and Mew having Chee deinia 
there is an open Paſſage, and Mutual Impu- 

tation, hereby Sin and #rath, was convey- 
ed to Chriſt, from Man ; and Merit and Life 
is conveyed to Man, from Chriſl: Which Seed 
of the Hay Ghoft,; firſt figureth in us, the 
Image of Cbriſt ſlain ot crucified, through a 
lively Faith: And then reneweth in us the 
Image of Gop, in Halingſe, and Charity; tho 
both imperfectly, and in Degrees far differ 
ing, even in Gop's Elec; As well, in Regard 
of the Fire of the Spirit, as of the Alumiua- 
tion thereof; which is more or leſs; in a large 
Proportion: As namely, in the Church before 
Chriſt; which yet nevertheleſs, was Partaker 
of one, and the ſatne Salvation with us. And 
of o one n the aun * of en n 
us. A vn 
Nen ths Work of the Spirit, the' it be 
not tied to any Means ih Heaven or Barth, 
yet it is ordinarily diſpenſed by the Preacb- 
ing of the Word, the. Adminiſtration of tb Sa- 
craments, the Covenants of the Fathers upon: 
the Children; Prayer; Reading; the Ceſures 
of the Church; the Saciety of the Godlyi; the 
AH Croſs, 
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Croſo,namd Aictions O Ys Benefits; his 
Futathentervipors others ; «Miratlety the Con- 
templation"oF his Gehm; All which (tho 
ſome he more principal) Gop uſeth as the 
Meums f Votation, and Conberſion gf bis Bled; 
Not detopativig from his Power, to call im- 
mediatel) By his Gao; and at all Harms and 
Moment ofithe Day (that. is, of Man — 
according to his good Pleaſure. XJ 30 * 185 
AN — God, whereby. his 
Mill is revealed continued in Rev#latiomand 
 Tidaition\ until Moſes ;> And that the. Scrip- 

iure were from Moſer" Time, to the Dimes 
of the Holt and Evangelifts;) In whoſe Age, 
aſter the Coming of the Holy Ghoſt; the Tach. 
encofdall Truth, the Bont of the Soriptures 
was:ſhit and cloſet; ſo as not to receive any 
new. Addition; And thiat the Churcb hath no 
Power over the Scriptures; to teach, or com- 
mand any Thing contrary to the written Word; 
But is as the Hr wherein the Tables of the 
firſt Thament, were kept and preſerved; that 
is to ſay, The Church hath only the Cuyftody, 
and Delivery over of the. Scriptures, commit- 
ted unto the ſame; together with the Iater- 
pretation of them,; but ſuch only as is con- 
ceived from themſelves. $013 rm ech to 
3 THAT 
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Tur there is\an!!Univerſal orf CD ,ẽ 
Chutch:of GO, diſpòrſed over thꝭ Face of 
the Earth which, it, Spice and 
ChriJ#'s:Boty; Being gathered of the Fathers 
of the ald Muri, of thè Church of thi» Fews,) 
of the Spirits of the Faithful Diſfolveu, and 
the Shirits of the Faithful Militant, and of 
the Names yet to be born, which are already 
written in the Boo Life. That ithere is 
alſo a#7fible Church] diſtinguiſhed by the out- 
ward Works of : Go'r's Covenant, and the 
receiving of the Holy Doctrine, waithithe Uſe 
of the Myſteries of 'GoDy an tbe Invocation | 
and Suntfiention of his Hoy Nam That | 
there is alſo an Holy Suobuſſion, in the Prophets | 
of the New Teſament, and Fathers of the 
Churth; from the Time of the Apoſtles and 
Diiſciples, which ſaw our Saviour in the Fleſh, 
unto the Conſummation of the Work of the Mi- 
niftry, which Perſons are called from Gop by 
Gt, or inward Anointing; and the Vocation 
of Gop, followed by an ders Calling, and 
Ordination of the Church. | 
ee that the Souls of ſuch as die 
in the Loxkb, are bleſſed, and re/? from their 
Labours, and enjoy the Sight of Gop; yet ſo, 
as they are in Expectation of a further Reves | 
lation 
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lation of their Glory; inthe: Ja} Day. At which 
Time, aH of Mn ſhall abiſe and be 
changed, aid ſhall appear;| and receive from 
Foſter Obrijh, bis Eterna Judgment; and the 
Gu of the Saints) ſhall then be h;, And 
the: Kinugilon; ſhall be given up to Gon the 
Father: : From Which Time all Things ſhall 


continue for ever in that Being and State, 


Which then they fall rereide: So as there 
are-three Times (if Times they may be called) 
or Parts of Eternity. Thefirſt; the Tine be- 

ſore Beginnings, when the Godbead was only, 
without the Being, of any Creaturt; The ſe- 
card; the Time of the Myſtery, which conti- 
nueth from the Creation to the Diſſolution of 
the Morli: And the third, the Tine of the 
Reuelarian of the Sens of Gop; which Time 
e 2 W e 
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lation of their Glory, ini the lat Day. At wich 
Time, all Fh of Man ſhall ariſe and be 
changed, and ſhall appear, and receive from 
Jeſus Obrift, bis Eternal Judgment; and the 
Glory, of the Saints ſhall then be u; And 
the Kingdom; ſhall be given up to Gop the 
Father. : From which Time all Things ſhall 
continue for ever in that Being and State, 
Which then they ſhall receive: So as there 
are three Times (if Times they may be called) | 
or Parts of Eternity. The: firſt, the Time be- 
fore Beginnings, when the Godhead was only, 


without the Being, of any Creature; The ſe- 


cond; the Time of the Myſtery, which conti- 
nueth from the Creation to the Diſolution of 
| the Morld: And the third, the Time of the 
Revelation of the Sons of Gop; which Time 
is the laſt, and is Everlaſting without Change. 
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